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Forester, C.S. AO 1% PQAMrh Little, Brown 
THE SKY AND THE FOREST , $2.75 


A wholly new vein for the creator of Captain Hornblower, in a story of primi- 
tive people of central Africa, a century ago, when tribes were ruled by fear and worship 
of a man-god, when superstition blocked progress, and civilization as we know it had left 
them untouched. This is the story of Loa, the god-king, brother to the sun and moon, 
served by his people; and of Musini, his chief wife, and Lanu, his favorite son. To Loa 
and his people came swift peril from without- destruction to his village, death or slavery . 
to his people. Loa fell from his high estate when he was made prisoner by the warring 
tribes acting for the slavers- and rescued by Musini and Lanu, who had hidden and escaped. 
Then comes the perilous return through the forest, with Lanu daring to break precedents, 
even to using a canoe and savoring fish. But- back in the shattered village, with its 

: tiny handful of his people, Loa is again a god- but to Lanu and to his new-born twin sons, 

<< new privileges are given and they grow up to be warlike, aggressive leaders, who conquer 

what- for central Africa- was a tiny ompire which pigued the cupidity of Talbot, repre- 
sentative of the acquisitive Leopold II of Belgium in the Independent State of the Congo. 
And so- at life's close- Loa fell again, with his sons - and Europe moved in upon his 
kingdom. A story told with Forester's gift of narration and of conveying sense of place 
and time. Its popularity is unlikely to measure up to his earlier novels, for it is 
hard to sell the public on novels with this sort of background. But his name provides 
impetus. 


A Few — Very Few -— Good Bets 


Chidsey's. STRONGHOLD (Doubleday) as a good period novel; Burton Martin's distinguished 
UNPROMISED LAND (Ives Washburn); Albert Idell's warm-hearted THE GREAT BLIZZARD (Holt). 
These should prove good sellers, backed by personal enthusiasn. Reports follow. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Fiction 


February 6 


Gorham, Charles 0. Creative Age 
THE GILDED HEARSE $3.00 







Subtitled “dawn to dawn in the life of a publisher's bright young man” - this 
is not only a “sophisticated big-city novel” but an expose of all the worst aspects of 
publishing. Personally, I disliked the book intensely, so it is difficult for me to see 

| basis for the publisher's enthusiasm. Here's the pattern- worn a bit thin from overuse 

these days:- Richard Eliot dabbling in anaffaire with Laura, and avoiding committing him- 

self on divorce; Mary, Richard's wife, getting herself out on a limb with a flash-in-the- 
pan affaire with Monroe, son of her boss; a bit of anti-semitism, a bit of implied per- 









-l]- 


Fiction 


version as Gerald Fatt declares his passion for Richard; a bedroom scene here, a sleeper 
compartment scene there, no holds barred; cockteil parties, barroom scenes, drinking, 
whoring and all the rest of the mess, on various levels- e distasteful melange, with an 
aurea of phony sophistication. As for the publishing background- it too seems to me spur- 
ious, with caricatured portraiture, and every phase that could subject itself to cynical ~~ 
exaggeration given full play. Even the hero*’s emotional struggles seemed to me so super-  ~ 
ficial that any decision would be in for an upset with the next morning’s hangover...¥For 
those who like to feel they are acquiring inside gossip sub rosa - and want it with trim- 


mings~ here it is. 
February 16 


de Polnay, Peter Creative Age 
THE MOOT POINT $3.00 


With an accent on the more unlovely, unhappy failings of men and women, this is 
a rather undemonstrative account of the activities at the Red House, a shabby genteel inn 
off the English coast. Assembled there are Mr. Haxton, whose thirty years of marriage ee. 
had held no pleasures; Mr. Ribble, old and lecherous,Mr,.Jomey,@ retined.cinom pilamo, player 
who finally retires further into a monastery, Mrs. More, living on the memory of & dead 
daughter, and- bringing a certain animation from the outside world, John Denton, bounder ~~ 
and blackmailer, at first suspected guilty of the murder of Mrs. Hughes, who runs the Red | 
House. Actually, it is he who solves the mystery - and the story ends with another death 
and suicide. A somewhat sad, sometimes satiric portrayal of unfortunates: which Altheugh 
skillful at times, is eurface treatment rarely showing evidence of the very real talent 


shown in The Umbrella Thorn. 


O'Connor, Frank . Knopf 
THE COMMON CHORD $2.75 


A collection of short stories, of Irish extraction, that have the rhythm and 
volatility of the people about whom they are written. There is much of the Church, its 
priests, those who seek comfort and assurance there; there are children, wanted and un= 
wanted; there are men and women and the cireumstances which offer a turn to the situa- 
tions; there are moral issues in contrast to personal actions. The effect of humor is 
shaded with satire and an unmincing reality - the whole ath hi a specialty for those 
experienced in the field of the short story. 


Eaton, Evelyn & Harper 
Moore, Edward Roberts. HEART IN PILGRIMAGE L, $2.75 


Biographical fiction - in the story of Blizabeth Seton, born Elizabeth Bayley, 
shortly after the American Revolution, who became the first American nun and founder of 
the Order of the Sisters of Saint Joseph. The substance holds much of interest:- her 
eerly life, brilliant daughter of a physician, well married, living the life of the com- 
fortable rich of early New York, knowing the Ogdens, the Jays, the Roosevelts, and other 
leaders of society in New York of the day. Then, after the failure of his shipping firm 
William Seton, dying of tuberculosis, took his wife and their oldest child to Italy,where 
they picked up the threads of an old friendship, which was to bring momentous change to 
Elizabeth, shortly thereafter left a widow. For it was through the Filiccis that her oc 
version to Catholicism became complete, and on her return to New York she faced ostraci 
years of persecution and poverty. She was summoned to Baltimore to start a Catholic : 
school - but instead, she became a nun, and the Order of the Sisters of Saint Joseph was 
established....The light touch, wit and charm characteristic of Evelyn Eaton's previous 
work seems overlaid with the heavy hand of her collaborator. While the early part of | 
— id hold mild interest for the average reader, it is in the main essentially for : 
atholics. 
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February 19 


Chidsey, Donald Barr Deubleday 
STRONGHOLD G8rFb—or $3.00 


A story of friendship, a friendship that stands the strain of desertion, of 
betrayal, of awareness of littleness- and even at the close, when murder has been done, 
something survives. A story too of two youths against the times - the scene is Stoning- 
ton, Connecticut, during the embargo and the War of 1812, of adventure sought in secret 
piloting of ships running the blockade, of the temptation to seek wider horizons pitted 
against affection and loyalty for the man who had held them as sons, though they were 
his bondsmen. Then there is Deliverance, brought up as their sister- suddenly finding 
herself beloved of one, betrayed by the other. Impressment- the slave trade-life on a 
British man of war- glimpses of the Indies- many facets in the seaboard life of the 
young nation, while older nations warred, here is good regional material with faster 
pace in action than characterized his last novel, Panama Passage. 


February 23 
2% 


Farren, Julian Knopf 
THE TRAIN FROM PITTSBURGH — $2.75 


An inconclusive story of suburban New York (Darien, perhaps?) and the perfidies 
and infidelities of the smart set, superficially “respected and respectable” couples who 
accept each others affairs with aplomb. Tom is an advertising executive, with a bit of 
conscience about society; Ellen is facing an immediate break with her lover in order to 
let Tom think the child she is carrying is his. And everything comes to a head on the 
day of e party they are throwing,- Tom goes on a binge to steel himself to break with 
Ellen, in order to marry Jean - and finds the effort too much for him. And through the 
pattern of his day he is haunted by the realization that he must face up to something 
else- he has promised a job to Mike Meyers- and Mike and his little family are hurtling 
east on “the train from Pittsburgh” and Tom's chief has stood pat on the “matter of 
policy”~ no Jews hired. The realization of his inadequacy makes Tom look back on the 
war and his sense of a strengthening link with Mike.. The story is told in flashes- 
present, past, imagined future, and much of it through a fog of drunkenness which blurs 
his senses, his vision. Even the end leaves both Tom and the reader with a bit of hang- 
over. But Julian Farren can write; he's modern and glib and too facile- but he may 


grow up. eit 2/ys 


Kelleam, Joseph E. Wm. Sloane Associates 
7 BLACKJACK $3,.00.-~ 


A first novel of the roller coaster of oil boom fortunes, financial and person- 
al, that has an authentic feel in its material, and a concise directness in its character- 
ization which makes a claim for something different in the rental field at least. The 
sudden riches and accelerated living brought about by black gold were ushered in by 
Quincy J. (Boom Town) McGuire, who acquired fame in his promotion of Blackjack, Oklahoma, 
and his partner Charlie, who made and lost his wealth on lease trading. There is a young 
rancher who brings word of the first gusher - whose land is ruined by the oil and who al- 
most gives up in the days of easy money, gambling and drink. There are two girls, both 
determined in their aims, one of whom establishes a respectable business, the other be- 
comes a figure of scandal; a gambler who nears insanity until he brings in his friend's 
well; an Indian to whom the oil wealth meant luxuries of which he had dreamed but who is 
saved by a practical wife; there are the long range ways in which oil changes all of life. 
Hysteria- and aftermath- masculine appeal. Promising first novel. 
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February (late) 


Martin, Burton E. Ives Washburn > 
UNPROMISED LAND $3.50 


° A new - in fiction- facet of the Buropean scene - a refugee center for dis- 
placed persons, cross-sectioning many nationalities,- German, Hungarian, Polish, Greek, . 
and so on, impinging on the nucleus of native Italians, and controlled by American and 4 
English officials of the AMG. Here in essence is the symbol of this dislocated world we ~ 
live in - a confused and difficult picture, from which an impression emerges of forces ; 
at odds, the feel of unrest, dissatisfaction,:-crowding, jealousies, bickering, spite; 

of nation against nation, in miniature; of threat of violence, little dictators within 
groups, bullies, of occasional real spirit of leadership, of secret plotting for power. 
And below the surface, the planning for illegel entry into Palestine, known by most, a 
acknowledged by none. ‘Ti American who serves as Kommandant is an idealist- he takes a 
terrific chances against the odds to make the people realize their interests are identi- 4 
oal, though their approach be different. The central character in whose words the story — 
is told is an Hungarian Jew, Hugo, whe serves the American whole-heartedly, and who be- . 
comes part of the tiny group thet believes in him. While there are moments of drame- 4 
bits of vigorous writing- emotional currents, the beok as a whole seems more like 4 

play, with characters seen only against a beekdrop, not realized in the entirety of 

their inner conflicts. Perhaps it is fer this reason that the appeal seems more to the 
head than to the heart. i book worth reading- but, like Mareus’ Straw to Make Brick 

(see P. 677)- a book that will need selling. 


Field, Ben Doubleday zoe 
THE LAST FRESHET 73] ‘| $2060—er-—$8 Fi I 


A rambling archaic story set in the logging country of the upper Delaware, of 
@ rough and tough logger who marries his dead son's wife and is finally tamed by her. A | 
backwoods legend as a strong, mean man, Virge Doggity, keeps the two wives of his war- ~ 
dead son - marries one off to a fellow-logger, and submits to the other's scheming. But 
Virge's past with a spiteful, nagging wife, and the girl®s religious nature, make for 
considerable tension and cruelty. All this against « background of groping political 
consciousness, war talk, the logging industry, school committee fights, and so on, 
Pedestrian, rather dull, but competent. 


March 4 


Green, Eleanor Doubleday 
DORA $2.50 


Cultivating the elusive, the exquisite emetion at some length, and at the ex= 
pense of outer action, this tells of Dora at various and critical interwals in her chi 
hood - and later as a woman. Uneasy, restless, variable, while a child, Dore was to f 
perfect harmony and complete absorption in her marriage to Leo, a writer, who took her 
from Milwaukee to New York, to Europé. With the war and Leo's departure for the Pacifis 
their marriage breaks up, as Leo, doubting his wife, turns to another woman, and Dora ~ 
finds her answer to sorrow in the church. The chronio emotionalism, the spiritual over 
cast here makes this only for women, and not very many of them at that. | 


March 9 


Roley, Jean 7 ae Dutton 
THE BABY LAMB $3.00 — 


With considerable derisive detail, and almost no proper story values, this 
takes off life in the American colony of Buenos Aires, through the Butterfields,- Mabe! 
@ wearing woman of social ambition and little sense; Henry, who adhered to the path of 

least resistance; and their baby lamb, Mary. Particularly, it is Mary's story, as she 
abandons hereself to their exotic vageries, finds the virginally tentative courtship 
Roger unsatisfying (even though worthy of her parents’ approbation) - as she takes up 
with Cross, who is married as well as politically unsuitable, dnd indulges in an org- 
iastic effair, and as- failing to achieve all other ends~- she submits to marriage t& 
Roger. A sophistication here- both satirio and sexual- gives this its virtue, acidul 
as it aed bee] but eooeenly limits its market and | re pros yeioe oy P.. 
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March 11 


Idell, Albert E. Holt 
THE GREAT BLIZZARD $3.00 


ad Return engagement for the cast of Centennial Summer, this account of the 
Rogers family and their vicissitudes in Brooklyn and New York, culminates with the bliz- 
zard of ‘88. Father, with small prospects of any kind of good fortune; Mother, hating 
Zenie's love for Clint, the baseball player; Henry, supercilious and critical, agree on 
the idea of a rooming house in Manhattan, but it ends by catering chiefly to the family. 
Aunt Zena returns, other daughters and their families make their appearances, Father man- 
ages a job that fits his talents, and there is a general windup of romancing. Like the 
earlier book, the incidents are strung along actual events, social, political, histori- 
cal, ets., and the whole reflects the changing pattern of the times, A natural for the 
readers of Centennial Summer, but with individuality enough to stand on its own merits. 


March 22% Sit 


Baker, Frank Coward-McCann ~., 
MY FRIEND, THE ENEMY $2-% or $3700 2 


A story of fear and the outcome of a playwright'’s attempts to evade the man 
who haunted him from schooldays which takes Margan Vale again into the life of Vincent 
Collins, sadist and Vale's nemesis. Collins pursues Vale, tells him his secret and so 
binds Vale to him more closely; Vale, hoping to rid himself of his terrors, tries to lay 
Collins' ghost by writing about him, is in turn driven back to Collins. A tale of psych- 
Ological possession, which with a certain measure of hysteria manages some intensity,but 
does not maintain its force throughout. 


Farrar, Straus 
THE SHROUDED woman (ifr. / /Y $2.75 


With a marked Latin lyricism, an almost tormented exaltation, this traces- in 
retrospect- the emotional links of Ana Maria to others, as- shrouded, she awaits her last 
rites. Of her first love, Ricardo, who abandoned her for his career- denied his implica- 
tion when she becomes pregnant; of Alberto, her son, whose wife, Maria, was to have the 
“curse of beauty” -- and to cause tragedy among Ana Marie's other children, as first her 
son, Fred, then her son-in-law fall in love with Marie; of Antonio, her husband, whom she 
loved only when she lost him to another; all these entanglements are brushed in, episodi- 
cally, evocatively, and with a lack of restraint which many- who do not care for a dis- 
play of passion- may find disturbing. 


Bombal, Maria-Luisa 


Fletcher, H.L.V. Messner 
THE WOMAN'S HOUSE $2.75 


Escapist and romantic, relaxed yet not dull, this is a pleasing idyll of a 
small Welsh villege and the undercurrents in the lives of Lizbeth and Martin. Startled 
by his resemblance to her vanished husband, Lizbeth mistook a tramp for him, and the 
tramp, curious, pretended to be Martin, claiming aphasia. Circumstances prevented his 
leaving as planned, he fell in love with Lizbeth and stayed- the model husband. Until 
the minister denounced them, the tramp thought Lizbeth was tricked. She, however, had 
realized the truth, but had come to love him. Overhanging their happiness was the 
threat of the bog, where the real Martin, a drunkard, had drowned in Lizbeth'’s sight- 
while she, fearing accusation of murder, had invented a tale of his going to sea. The 
tranquil life of the farm, Martin's gradual integration into the community and over- 
coming the barriers to this unconventional union weave a pleasurable spell. Rentals- 
women-and, despite the unorthodox situation, most public libraries. 


~~ 
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March 294 rut 1¥ 
Canning, Vistor M. S. Mill 
PANTHER'S MOON $3.00 


Mystery adventure- but not a murder story, as quixotic Roger Quain acts for 
his uncle's circus, as escort to a pair of wild black panthers from Rome to Paris, and 
becomes internationally involved as he aids Mati-Hari-in-distress, Catherine Talbot, 
agreeing to transport her atom-concerned microfilm cylinders in the collar of a panther. 
In Switzerland, the train is wrecked and the panthers are released into the Alps. Work- 
ing from a small inn as headquarters, a hunting party of polyglot nationality is formed 
and simultaneous with the suspense-filled panther hunt, is the tracking of Roger and 
Catherine by persons unknown to them. Well-written throughout, exciting and heartily 
recommended for the jaded palate. 


Heyer, Georgette 7 Putnam 
THE FOUNDLING 7/|V Y/Y $3.00 V 


What happens when a many-titled Duke decides to play hookey from his suffocat- 
ing dignity is the basis of this slight tale of Regency days. Gilly, to protect a young 
cousin, sets out to square accounts with a blackmailer, ends up with a kidnapping, 4 
brainless, beautiful girl, and discovers that he is more than capable of taking care of 
himself in tight corners, and that his family’s choice of a bride is absolutely perfect, 
even to helping him out of his scrapes. Done to a turn, in full period decor, this will 
appeal to those who like the lighter of this writer's work. 


Yates, Dornford y 
» 


Putnam 
THE BERRY SCENE \‘V v 


$2.75 J 





The panorama of past history of Berry, Jonah, Boy and their family and friends, 
as from their first car to their escape from the world of today, episodes in their car- 
eers are linked together. With Berry's connivance, diddlers are diddled, justice is 
balanced to a hair, and White Ladies witness the change from the leisurely life to that 
of two wars and the passing of an era of elegance. These chapters foot-note previous 
Berry books, continue the pattern of courtly romance and fustian humor. For 4 very 
definite market. 


Seager, Allan : Simon & Schuster 
cae Inmertrancr 42> Y |) = $3.00 
Anyone who wants to read this- on the basis of having liked 4quinox perhaps?- 
can have it. It's out of my class. I found it an unpleasant and worthless mirror held 
up to all the accumulated unattractiveness of behavior conceivable in one creature. Where 
The Story of Mrs. Hurpbhy reflects the degeneration of an alcoholic and a weakling, this 
reflects the downward path of a youth who never built on anything in himself, but accept- 
ed his inheritance of attitudes, point of view, relation to his fellow man, to money, to 
thought- if any- from the father who was the town’s rich banker, & bastard who.pinched 
the poor, and living on successful betting on failure, and enjoyed insulting people and 
being unpleasant. Well, Walter aped it all - from fraternity initiation, drunkenness, 
whoring, violence, on- but when left without the fortune expected, he didn’t follow his 
father's assertiveness but became the town's bum. He kept on with the insults- lost 
every job (or threw it over)- hurt harmless people- wound up in an insane asylum, and 
when he got out, took out the accumulated spite and hate and anger and loneliness on 
his uncle. He went to see Eddie, his one good influences, then on his deathbed, and was 
advised by him to leave town and start fresh. Nothing constructive nor real nor con- 
tributing to anything but accumulated boredom and disgust. 








January 1, 1948 SURMISES ON DEMISES 
4 


February 1Y 


Tuttle, W. C. Houghton, Mifflin 
STRAWS IN THE WIND 32,50 


Trouble, between the Lost Horse and Buckhorn sections of the valley as the 
Buckhorn councilmen try to keep their power and the Lost Horse inhabitants demand a 
vote, comes to a head with a newcomer's ideas of democracy. There‘s shooting from the 
hip, quick draws, dead bodies, galloping horses - and a saccharine ending. For rent. 


February 19 


Little, C. &G. Doubleday 
THE BLACK PIANO $2.00 


Gloria, rich and supporting a lazy husband cum relatives, takes on a new face, 
new identity, and, bigamously, a new husband, after an attempt has been make to kill 
i As Jane, she finds Gloria is considered dead, and when @ second murder is committed, 
she uncovers the culprit and the cause. Lacking some of the funnier, but not fancier, 

touches of earlier titles by these authors, this is definitely unorthodox. 


Repmuary-24 2Nareh Gg. 


‘Cohen, Octavus Roy ¢ Macmillan 
MY LOVE WEARS BLACK $2.50 


A suave, sophisticated Hollywood murder with lots of drinking, love and fast- ~~ 
paced sleuthing, as a real estate agent and his actress girl-friend stumble over a body =| 
and get caught up in a homicide case that points straight at them. The couple cook up 
an alibi which has them minding and muffing their cues in a race (through three more - 
killings) to cover their trail and trap the real murderer. Mystery for the addict. 


February 27 


Gardner, Erle Stanley Morrow 
THE CASE OF THE LONELY HEIRESS | $2.50 


Perry Mason and Della slowing down - almost to a walk - as Mason, locating 
heiress Marilyn Marlow, finds her the frame in a murder case. Cutting corners for his ~~ 
client, Perry protects her interests in a contested will, and - with the usual courtroom 
finish - establishes a fine point of evidence to clear his heiress, convict his killer. 
The expert manufacture and manipulation, as before. 


March pf 


Short, Luke © ( Houghton, Mifflin 
HIGH VERMILLION Y $2.50 


Mining. engineer Moffat, escaping scandal surrounding a bribery charge, buries 
himself in e small mining town, helps his friend Dutch to work his mine. Attempts on 
Moffat's life, the near loss of Dutch's lease on the mine, as Moffat’s old enemy arrives 
to buy the property, and the eventual payment of old scores, puts Moffat on the way up 
again. Rentals and western fans. : 


March 4 


Bosworth, Allen R. Doubleday 
BURY ME NOT $2.00. 


Rebelling against his father's tyranny - political, commercial as well as pe: 
sonal - young Tony Caldwell joins a rival cattleman, marries the sheriff's daughter. — 
When his father is murdered, Tony is suspected, and determines to clear himself and 
get revenge. Dirty politics, ludicrous situations, elementary "deducting" lead, 
long way eet to a totally unsurprising tiniak, Foe: bcd indiscrimi 


ae 
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March 8 





Brown, Frederic Dutton 
THE DEAD RINGER $2.50 









Ed Hunter and his uncle Am (of The Fabulous Clipjoint, 1947) with their carni- 
val world of marks and mooches again involved in murder. This time it is a problem in 
size,as a midget, a chimpanzee and a child are killed. It is Ed who, in spite of his at- — 
traction and attachment to showgirl Rita, gets the right answers, forfeits his romance. 
Adequate enough - if you care for this particular mise-en-scene. 


March 11 


a Dent, Lester 3 Doubleday 
Z LADY AFRAID : $2.00 


a The lady-alone activities of Sarah Lineyack as, advised by shady lawyer Brill, ~~ 
d, .. she tries to get the custody of her two year old Johnnie, snatches him from her parents- ~~ 
—— in-law. Brill's murder and Johnnie's disappearance lead Sarah to the realization that 4 
she has been used, lead to her reconciliation with the Lineyacks and the exposure of ne 
financiel - rather than flesh and blood - extortion. Synthetic, even a little spurious. a 


Hale, Christopher Doubleday 
DEADLY DITTO $2.00 


Another Lieutenant French study in crime, in a story of double murder - piled 3 
on murder in self defense- and involving an intricate family web of loyalties, suspicions,” 
resentments, dislikes and financial finaglings. Old Tucker Galt, resented by some, loved | 
by others, abuses his prerogatives by secreting evidence, manipulating circumstances, x 
pulling his particular rabbits out of hats - but he ends by helping more than hindering, ~ 
as French breaks down a mass of evidence to spot the killer- too late. Good entertain- 
ment. 





7 4 

March 27 y 

Smith, Shelley - Harper & 

HE DIED OF MURDER $2.50 

a a English Detective Inspector Chaos confounded by murder in @ religious colony, 


finds his ingenuity taxed in explaining a crime that took place in full view of the whole || 
brotherhood, With patience, sare and an ear cocked for gossip, Chaos is finally able to + 
straighten out the first, and subsequent, killings. Cautious. ay 












Simon & Schuster 


Ellin, Stanley ; 1 
DREADFUL SUMMIT 323° °7/22 3 $2.80 = af 













The virulent - and by no means pretty - account of an adolescent's attempt to 
kill, this tells of sixteen year old George la Main's pursuit of Al Judge who caned his 
father publicly. In a Walpurgisnacht, ridden by sex as well as revenge, George follows 
Judge from Madison Square Garden to a bar, spends part of his night with an older woman 
who seduces him, returns to his mission and traces Judge to the apartment of his father's 
girl, Frances, learns that Judge is her brother. He learns too that Frances had died of 
an abortion, that his mother is still alive and in jail, and in the windup witnesses the | 
death of his father but is vindicated in his belief in his old man....Definitely brutel | 
business this, possibly justified by its handling, which is tight. ‘Ware P.L.s f 

! : a 


* Soa, 5 
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January 1, 1948 RE POR EP F-S: 
BANTAM BOOKS. (Each $.25) for February 


MILTON BERLE}'S JOKE BOOK Dunn, Elizabeth - MOONLIT VOYAGE | 
Carmichael, John P.- fd. - MY GREATEST Hano, Arnold- fd. - WESTERN TRIGGERS (original) 
DAY IN BASEBALL Stone, Grace Zaring (Ethel Vance) ~ WINTER : 


Collins, Mary - ONLY THE GOOD MEETING 
Dawson, Peter - STAGLINE FEUD- Van Dine, S. &. - THE KIDNAP MURDER CASE 


DELL BOOKS (Each §2,5g) for February 


Eberhart, Mignon - UNIDENTIFIED WOMAN Millar, Margaret - THE IRON GATES 
Gould, Chester - DICK TRACY AND THE Woolrich, Cornell - THE BLACK CURTAIN 
WOO-WOO SISTERS Young, Chick - BLONDIE AND DAGWOOD IN 


McCloy, Helen ~ CUB FOR MURDER FOOTLIGHT FOLLY 
GARDEN CITY PUBLISHING COMPANY, INC. for February oth 


Garden City De Luxe 


Cartmell, Van H. and Cerf, Bennett--fds.~ FAMOUS PLAYS OF CRIME AND DETECTION 
Collins, Wilkie ~- THE MOON STONE - (Illustrated by William Sharp) 
doff, Henry- fd,~ A WORLD TREASURY OF PROVERBS 
Fuller, Edmund~ £d,- THESAURUS OF ANECDOTES 
Fuller, Edmund- £¢d,- THESAURUS OF EPIGRAMS 
Heilner, Van Campen - OUR AMERICAN GAME BIRDS 
Meiers, Mildred & Knapp, Jack - Lds.- THESAURUS OF HUMOR 
Tolstoy, Leo - ANNA KARENINA (Illustrated by Fritz Eichenberg) 
Wood, Glement & Goddard, Gloria - THE COMPLETE BOOK OF GAMES 


Halcyon House 


Appel, Bernard-SKIN BEAUTY & HEALTH - $1.49 Seabury, David-HOW TO GET THINGS DONB-$1, 
Eberlein & McClure - THE PRACTICAL BOOK OF Seabury, David-THE ART OF SELFISHNESS-$1.. 
AMERICAN ANTIQUES - $2.95  Sheldon,Col.H.P.-TRANQUILLITY, TRANQUILLT 

Fielding, Wm. J.-SEX &@ THE LOVE LIFEB- $1.49 REVISITED , TRANQUILLITY REGAINED (Boxed) 
Kling, Samuel G.~YOUR LEGAL RIGHTS - $1.49 $2. 
Mawson, C,0.S,.-THE DICTIONARY COMPANION-$1.49 Wasserman, Louis - MODERN POLITICAL ~~ 
PHILOSOPHIES - $1, 


Star Dollar 


Allen, Ida B.-MONEY-SAVING COOK BOOK Barkias, Evelyn - THE DOCTOR HAS A BABY 


Sun Dial 


Bekessy, Emery - BARABBAS ~- $1.00 Kane, Harnett.T.-NEW ORLEANS WOMAN - $1. 
Farrell, J.T.-FURTHER SHORT STORIES - $1.49 Marquand, John P.-B.F.'S DAUGHTER - $1. 
NOTHING BUT WODEHOUSE - $1.49 . 


ae 
Triangle (Each $.59) 


‘Ajllen, Ida B. - MONEY-SAVING COOK BOOK Manning, Roy - TANGLED TRAIL 
arke, D. H. - NINA Seifert, Elizabeth - GIRL INTERN 
Halliday, B. - MURDER & THE MARRIED VIRGIN Tracy, Don - CRISS-CROSS 
WEBSTER'S AMBRICAN STANDARD DICTIONARY 
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For January | GROSSET & DUNLAP "For February 


Books of Distinction (Each $1.00) 
Galdwell, Erskine - TROUBLE IN JULY Marshall, Edison ~- SHIKAR AND SAFARI 


Popular Copyrights (Each $1.00) 


Fox, Norman A. - SILENT IN THE SADDLE Brand, Max - VALLEY THIEVES 

Grey, Zane - THE LAST TRAIL Ermine, Will - WAR ON THE SADDLE ROCK 

Haycox, Ernest - SADDLE AND RIDE Gardner ,Erle Stanley-THE CLUE OF THE RUNAWAY 
Holman, Hugh - SLAY THE MURDERER BLONDE & THE CLUE OF THE HUNGRY HORSE (1 Vol. ea 
Loring, Emilie - AS LONG AS I LIVE Hill, Grace Livingston - BRIGHT ARROWS 
Miller, Helen Topping - SPOTLIGHT Seifert, Blisabeth - ORCHARD HILL 


Motion Picture Tie-Ins. (Each $1.00) 


Fearing, Kenneth - THE BIG CLOCK f 
Hilton, James - SO WELL REMEMBERED ($1.49) 
Nathan, Robert - THE BISHOP'S WIFE 


Re ference Books: 


Outdoor Life- fds.- SPORTSMAN'S ENCYCLOPEDIA - $2.98 
WHERE TO BAT:DARTNELL'S VESTPOCKET GUIDE TO AMERICA'S FAVORITE RESTAURANTS - $1.00 


Specials 


Fabricant, N. D. & Werner, H.=fds.. Farnham & Ingham- £7; -THE HOME OWNER'S GUIDE 
A TREASURY OF DOCTOR STORIES » $1.49 TO BETTER LAWNS, TREES & GARDENS - $1.49 
Keyes, Frances Parkinson - HONOR BRIGHT- MoKenny, M, - BIRDS IN THE GARDEN AND HOW TO 

$1.98 ATTRACT THEM - $2.98 
Steinbeck, John = THE WAYWARD BUS - $1.49 
Warren, R. P. - ALL THE KING'S MEN - $1.49 
Wilder, Robert - GOD HAS A LONG FACE-$1.49 


PENGUIN BOOKS. (Each $.25) for February 


Childs, Marquis - SWEDEN: THE MIDDIE WAY Levi, Carlo - CHRIST STOPPED AT EBOLI 
Faulkner, William - THE WILD PALMS Morehead & Mott-Smith - THE NEW QUIZ BOOK 
Mystery Writers of America, Inc. - GREAT MURDER STORIES 


POCKETBOOKS. (Each: $.25) for February 


Gerdner, E. S. - THE CASE OF THE SILENT #£=Raines, W. McC. - THE YUKON TRAIL 
PARTNER Wilson, Earle-I AM GAZING INTO MY HIGHTBALL 


Raines, W. McC. ~ OH YOU TEX Wodehouse, P. G. - CARRY ON JEEVES 


WORLD PUBLISHING for February 
Books. of Merit (Each $1.49) 
| Kling, B.B. & &.G.-ADVENTURES IN LOVE Everett, M. S. - THE HYGIENE OF MARRIAGE 


Forum Books. (Each $1.00) 
Maxwell, William - THE FOLDED LEAF West, Rebecca - THE THINKING REED 


Tower Books: (Each: $.59) 


Bennett, Hall - MAN-HANDLED McManus, G.- 4d. - FUN FOR ALL 
Queen, Ellery - THE ROMAN HAT MYSTERY 
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No MUST BOOKS ~ Slim Pickings 
January 15 


Swadesh, Morris H. Henry Holt 
CHINESE IN YOUR POCKET $2.50 


This handbook on basic Chinese was to have been published last June- and was 
reported last Spring, as follows:- “This is the result of the author’s course in the 
field, im Burma and China. He has developed certain techniques by which he makes 
Chinese a live language, with live material, in a live situation. He breaks down his 
method into learning a system of romanization of script, phonetics, memorizing ex- 
pressions for getting along, cultivating a habit of listening to everyday conversation 
and imitating. The text is based on the national language,- North Chinese Mandarin. 
More than half of the book is a dictionary,- Chinese-English, English-Chinese.“ 


January-8I~ tele ory |) 


Fitch, James Marston Houghton, Mifflin 
AMERICAN BUILDING _ $5.00 


Another postponement- this from last Fall. Subtitled “The Forces That Shape 
It", this is a discussion of housing in terms of the aesthetic, economic, social and 
technical factors which have advanced or impeded American building. Both a history 
and an analysis from the consumer's point of view, the first half traces the develop- 
ment of housing from Colonial times to the present. The second is a discussion of 
building today and tomorrow; the types of structure and structural materials,- build- 
ing as it affeots our health, lighting and vision; heating; sound proofing; labor 
saving devices and our energy; landscaping as it affects the climate, modern planning 
and space saving, and the question of volume production as against aesthetic stand- 
ards....A study of some significance and considerable ramifications, but not for too 
sharply defined a market, this is an interesting interpretation. Illustrated. 


Heinz, H.J. II & oes Duell, Sloan @ Pearce 
orgy, Dr. J. THE LAST DEFENSE $3.00 


A moral and humanistic consideration of political and economic concepts and 
the presentation of a theory of “human democracy" as the last defense against the de- 
cline and self-destruction of our civilization. The authors believe that political and 
economic organization should recognize the facts of human nature, in particular man's 
dominant desire for security against aggression and at the same time man’s inherent 
urge toward aggression which causes wars and internal strife. In this light, the auth- 
ors examine the ideas of racial tolerance, ideological war, totalitarianism, liberty, 
liberalism, conservatism, religion, etc. Philosophic in tone, erudite and original - 
for the mental gymnasticists. Certainly not for a wide popular market. 


Neprud, Robert Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
FLYING MINUTE MEN $3.00 


Another contribution to the record of war achievements on the part of various 
operations distinctively of World War II. This covers the history of the Civilian Air 
Patrol, launched in 1942 with two Atlantic Coast bases, and expanding to 21 east coast 
bases, wing units in every state, Mexican border patrol, etc. They became ultimately — 
an integral part of the army, with their own cadet corps. They handled problems of fire 
fighting, mercy missions, air raid testing, target hauling, etc. While primarilya 4 
history of interest to those who were part of it, the inclusion of numerous personal 
records, exploits, adventures, makes it good reading for air-minded market. Plus salo™™ 
for boys. ey 
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January 30 


Evatt, Herbert Vere Harvard University Press 
THE UNITED NATIONS $2.50 


A major book on the United Nations Organizations, in that its author Dr.Evatt, 
kmows from inside what he is writing about, and- as defender of the small nations view- 
point, and Australia's aggressive Minister for External Affairs - he speaks vigorously 
and to the point. Its chief value, however, is as a handbook on the formation, work- 
ings, achievements, shortcomings and future - rather than as a philosophical treatise. 
The significance of the U.N.O. formation during wartime- its advance over “rehearsals” 
at rton Oaks, Yalta, Moscow - oriticism of the dominance of the Big Four, and of 
the abuse of power and the veto, particularly by Russia- the American-French proposals 
for use of veto only in specific cases- all this, added to the historical value, should 
make this small volume provocative and informative for all aware world-citizens. 


February 10 


meiait David McCord | Macmillan 
THE THEORY OF DEMOCRATIC PROGRESS $3.50 


A scholarly, idealistic analysis, in general terms, of the relation between 
scientific progress and economic organization and the social and economic requirements 
for democracy. The author considers the conditions necessary for democratic progress 
in the moral and artistic sense, and he discusses the best economic system to implement 
the social ideals laid down. Problems examined include the moral dilemma implicit in 
progress, cultural weaknesses of necessities ot political democracy, taxation as 4 
redistributor of wealth, the connection between science, capitalism and the material 
progress of the last 150 years, the meaning and method of democratic development, etc. 
Erudite, sound in approach, theoretical in treatment, for college. reference shelves 
in economics and political science, not for the general trade. 


February 12 


Ross, Malcolm Reynal & Hitchcock 
ALL MANNER OF MEN $3.50 


The author, one-time chairman of the FEPC, presents the case for fair employ- 
ment legislation, basing it on the history of the FEPC, recognizing its short-comings, 
acknowledging its failures, investigating the causes for the hatred it aroused. The 
opinion of the South must be faced~- educated out of its backwater of reaction, before 
a set of national standards can be enforced. Through case histories+ including some of 
those most openly aired to the public - he shows how pressure groups and individuals, 
intolerance, prejudice, discrimination, acceptance of timeworn shibboleths, and so on 
have contributed to 4 situation whith is: rooted in ecomonic as well as social causes, 
fears and political manoeuvrings. Not a pretty picture, but it is heartening to read 
accumlating evidence pointing the fallacies of the reactionary belief. The emphasis is 
put on the problem of the Negro, with some stress: on Mexicans, Orientals, Jews. 


Challenging. 
February 16 


Grosser, Maurice Knopf 
PAINTING IN PUBLIC $2.50, 
42 


A pleasant departure in the field of art books, this account by a profession- 
al of what his profession is like. From the inside out this reveals the progesses of . 
painting, of training, of methods of work and creation, of the part shows, museums, — 





January 1, 1948 sich sis 


galleries play in the artist's life, of the adaptations one must make to the general 
public. It is not only autobiographical but informative in its coverage of art apprec- 
jation, of trends in painting, of aesthetic values, of the question of prints versus 
originals, of points illustrated in the lives and works of other painters. It should 
be a book of value to students, and of more than usual interest to art followers. 


February 16 


Knopf 
THE ART OF JUDGING MUSIC $4 90 - 
2. 


Thomson, Virgil 


The musical critic of the New York Herald Tribune - in this collection of 
pieces through a number of years as a commentator on matters musical, proves that he 
is more than just a columnist, that his own critiques bear witness to his carrying out 
his own standards and aims as a critic, @ judge of the musical scene. His opening ‘ 
chapter sets oertain standards for musical criticism, and provides a challenge to the — 
professional rather than the layman. But his individual essays, whether dealing with 
specific concerts, performance, conductors, artists, orchestras, or whatever, provide 
the average listener with valuable recall- with standards of comparative values- with 
thoughtful weighing of trends, measure of performance, New York versus out of town 
orchestras and artists, developments in music overseas, etc. There is a certain news 
value implicit in his comments on such things as the unbalance of power in the N. Y. 
Philharmonic, where he feels that management has usurped functions pertaining to musi- 
cians; the Koussevitzky case, which- in being brought to legal test, did the harm the 
book involved would not have done alone; by-products of music and opera, and so on. 
Definitely a book for the musically inclined and informed. 


February 19 


Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


Casey, Dan 
SLASH THOSE TAXES $2.00 
The case against the New Deal financial program and performance skillfully 
marshalled and presented, with challenge to the citizen to make his protest now, to 
organize to elect properly prepared and instructed men to Congress, to put on record 
the demand that a sound fiscal policy involves both debt reduction and tax reduction. 
Sooner or later we all learn the painful fact that figures can lie- which makes us 
take any such program as this, with cogent arguments all on one side, but none the 
less credible, with some grains of salt. However, he achieves his purpose. He gives 
us scarehead percentages and figures and facts to prove his points,- that the tax bill 
in 1946 was twice as much as the basic price of all you eat and wear - thirty cents in 
every dollar; that our tax laws are full of deadwood and cry for simplification and 
clarification and revision, that bureaucracy is topheavy and expensive, that social — 
security and income tax demand revision, setting up on a sound fiscal basis. He points . 
up the evils of double taxation, of Capital Gains Taxes, of the soak-the-rich policy. 
He charts the breakdown of tax funds- nationally speaking~ and the need for weighing. 
the distribution of funds for national defense, foreign relief, home affairs, etc. He 


urges individual acceptance of the possibility that something can be done, and that two ss 


specifics should be accepted- first, fair payment of income taxes; second, organization 
for reduction. 


Manjou, Adolphe & Whittlesey House 
Musselman, M.M. IT TOOK NINE TAILORS $3.50 


Remember Musselman's amusing Wheels in his Head (1945)? Well, the same light 
touch gives good entertainment value to this combination of moving sietare historyjand 
“autobiography” of Menjou....First generation American, of a French father, Menjou 
started his film ervey as an extra with Vitagraph in Brooklyn. Prior to that, from 
Glevelend boyhood, he ‘had gone to Culver and Cornell, he had dabbled in jobs as restaur- 
ateur, salesman, army. But when he got into movies he stuck to ae eae enue “. 
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sometimes heavies, gradually being typed as the suave villain, then starring in Charlie 
Chaplin's production of Woman of Paris, making the transition to talkies in a dramatic 
role in The Front Page, on to his current role in The Hucksters. A bagful of chatty, 
revealing anecdotes of Mable Norman, Fatty Arbuckle, Charlie Chaplain, Theda Bara, Valen- 
tino, Pola Negri, Doug Fairbanks- stars of yesterday- but with less of stars today. De- 
velopment and refinement of movie techniques, the Hays Office, etc. paralleling Menjou's 
own career, make for interesting reading for movie fans. Many cuts in style and arrange- 
ment above the usual Hollywood story. Rentals to fans. Backed by publishers with sub- 

. stantial advertising, promotion, autographing parties, radio tie-ups, publicity programs. 
4g Foreword by Clark Gable. 











February 23 









Gray, George W. Knopf 
FRONTIERS OF FLIGHT $6.00 







* This history of aerodynamic research will prove extremely interesting to the 
"advanced amateur” in aviation, as well as to the pilot, technician and engineer. Center- | 
ed around the work of the National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics, it gives the in- : 
side story of progress in aerodynamics, engines, and technical design, told with an 
original approach. Where the ordinary book or article on aviation describes the finish- 
ed product, a faster airplane, a more powerful engine, here the story is told the other 
way round, as it really happened. The needs are stated by Army Air; skilled teams of 
engineers, inventors, pilots set out to fill the bill. We hesitate to pick flaws in :| 
such a swell job, but there are several. The treatment is uneven,- on the one hand | 
some rather advanced concepts are treated lightly with an “everybody knows this” atti- 
tude, while several obvious, primary level topics are elaborately explained. The price 
makes it out of reach for the young people who would most profit by it- boys who have 

. graduated from advanced model-building into beginnings of design and engineering. 4 
_@ Nevertheless, it is a swell job and a Must for High Schools, colleges, P.L.'s. i 


Februery—77 BF 1) a 
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nature for the experienced housekeeper, too. Starting with the assumption that the 
reader has a new 3-room apartment, and only $1000 with which to furnish and equip it, 
the pros and cons of just what is necessary, what goes together, how to gauge quality 
of all kinds of furniture are thoroughly covered. Steps in daily, weekly and seasonal 
cleaning are outlined, with time schedules; every possible phase of cleaning (spots, 
stains, rust, woodwork, upholstery, etc.) is covered in detail. Elementary and necess- 
ary cooking rules and procedures are presented, and the disposal of small dabs of left- 
overs is taken out of the mystery class, with practical and economical suggestions, 
How to give parties and still have a good time yourself; the fallacies of the usual 
budget program and how to avoid them; sickroom practice from a to z; what to do about 
insects; how to get along with the neighbors; ways of packing without wrinkles- 4 mis- 
cellany of practical hints that combine to make this tops in its field. Fully indexed. 






i: Abel, Dorothy Lois Funk & Wagnalls | 
a MAKING HOUSEKEEPING EASY $2.75 
3 > es An excellent guide for the beginning housekeeper, with much of a helpful ' 


















March 1 







Peale, Dr. Norman Vincent Prentice-Hall 
A GUIDE TO CONFIDENT LIVING $2.50 
* From his experiences with troubled people who attend Marble Collegiate Church, 





this blueprint to happiness and success has evolved. Dr. Peale's successes in helping |. 
others with their personal problems and the questions of modern life are used to illus- 
trate the power of his doctrine and he gives detailed instructions for making the Bib” F 
ee and Christien precepts a part of daily living. Unhappiness, tension, failure, fear, in- } 
_  feriority, wrong thinking, marriage dislocations, etc. can be put right by faith, by y 
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constant practice of the principles he has evolved. He makes clear that Christianty can 4 
be used as a technique for the science of living; he emphasizes the importance of sharing 4 
troubles and making use of quiet times. Try the market of Peace of Mind at working level. ™ 


March 4 


Lamb, Harold Doubleday 4 
THE MARCH OF MUSCOVY $4~00—er-$5700—— > 37S 


Russia - in the period that corresponded to our pioneer expansion era- when 
Moscow was a mere trading post, back in the 13th century, on through to the late 18th 
century, when Alaska was discovered and colonized. The “Golden Hordes”, the Tartars, 
overran what was then known as Rus, set up occupation zones, demanded tribute; -Here and — 
there towns and cities rebelled and suffered the consequences- but Moscow, an. unieparenaeee 
town on @ river, collaborated, like Vichy in our day, and gave more than lip service to 
the enemy. She grew and prospered and became the Great Mother of the Russians, and is 
really the focal point of Lamb's story, though Ivan the Terrible is its central human 
figure. From a welter of dates, a confusion of difficult names, an unending succession 
of wars,and expeditions of marauders, migration and colonization, the “march of Muscovy" 
takes form and substance. Here is the conception, the long period of gestation; an 
event here emerges, a personality there; there’s birth and infancy, a formless childhood, 
a stormy undisciplined adolescence, and finally the full grown creation of the Russian 
‘bear. Lamb somehow in this book fails to inform his story with the pace and drama and 
color and glamor that are usually characteristic of his work. Always, his scholarship 
tends to make his story bog down, but the end result is rewarding and enriching. This 
seemed somehow ponderous. Russia's history is a hard one, even for Lamb who is an 
authority on the Middle East. 


March 4f 


Wherry, Edgar T. Doubleday 
: WILD FLOWER GUIDE $3.00.“ 

Companion manual to Game Fishes and Audubon Bird Guide - and a sure favorite, 
for here, in pocket guide format, is a book scientific enough for the professional botan- 
ist, and practical enough for the average man who wants to know what that orange flower. 
picked in the meadow is called. Tabea Hofmann's illustrations (192 in full color and 
236 in black and white) are clear and detailed, and closely linked with the descriptive 
text, which gives popular name, scientific name, family features, range, habitat, culture, 
etc. The sequence is important primarily to scientists, with grouping according to 
species, summarizing representatives of that species in one area. An appendix classi- 
fies according to color - valuable for the neophyte. There is a glossary of terms. A. 
difficult book to judge on galleys - but this much evidence indicates its value. 


° March 8 


Wheeler, Elmer _ Prentice-Hall 
HOW TO SELL YOURSELF TO OTHERS $3.50 


A high pressure, back slapping approach to “winning friends and influencing a 
people” - loaded with anecdotes, stories, old jokes and presented in the sure-fire prose - 
of short direct, exclamatory sentences. Illustrated with quotations from famous and pop- 
ular people, the text tells how to be a good husband, wife, friend, sweetheart, salesman, 4 
father, etc.; how millionaires, presidential advisors, industrial leaders, actresses, ‘a 

@ actors, famous comedians, radio stars got that way. The road to success, socially and — 
job-wise, in persuasive, popular terms, with lots of sound if superficial, common sense. “- 
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Nichols, Roy Franklin Macmillan 
THE DISRUPTION OF ANSRICAN DEMOCRACY $6.00 









Postponed from Oetober date to this- reported originally as follows:- Not as 
the title suggests, a complete historical coverage, but a picture of the disintegration 
of the Democratic party in vivid terms. The termination of the bloody Civil War, which 
ended in victory for neither side, also sounded the downfall of the Democratic party, 
and the concentration is on this particular period. Nichols contends that the cancer 
within the party was just a symptom of the identical rancour which eventually caused 

the breach in the Union. Although primerily a study of “American democracy", as Nichols 
refers to the Democratic party, there is an ample background of social and politios!. 
determinates. A comprehensive and thorough work that gives a competent understanding 

of the workings of politics, highly recommended within its specialized field. 
















March 11 | 


Director, Annie Doubleday 
THE STANDARD WINE COOKBOOK $28-50-or $2.75 


This is the most satisfactory wine cookery book I’ve seen, for it is keyed to 
. _ the palate and pocketbook and culinary prowess of the average home, and- while catering 
R \, to haute cuisine, fits everyone's aspirations at a practical level. iIn the first place, | 
* gome of the theories are exploded ~ hard and fast rules are thrown out- a few funda- ' 
mentals, such as to use less rather than more wine for accenting food; to add wine at 
the end, and heat~-never boil, and so on,- indicated - and the whole chart of relation 
’ 4m Of wines to specific foods simplified. Next, there are intriguing recipes for wine 
5: @ cookery from soups to desserts, with some spece given to combination in beverages. A 
few suggestions as to selection, care, when and how to serve, proper table service and 
glassware, will appeal to the particular housewife, without making those whose equip- 
ment does not meet the goal feel ill at ease. The recipes are clearly presented. A 
good specialty cookbook. Completely indexed. 


















Houghton, Mifflin 


Gurtis, George DeClyver 2 2 
BEES' WAYS ¥/% © $2.50 







I happen to be fascinated by bees and their ways and found this particularly 
appealing, for the author- a noted beeman himself, virtually takes one inside the hive 
to follow the life processes of the queen bee, the swarming, the gathering of pollen and 
nectar, the “home life" of the bees in caring for the young, building the comb, eto. The 
drones- the workers- the ways in which heat is maintained through the winter - the ene- 
mies and diseases - the teamwork between bees and blossoms and the clumsy interference 

of man- the aids supplied by man in the way of providing hives, supplying new queens for 
colonies that have lost their own, the starting of new colonies, all this and more makes 
good reading for anyone with a practical interest in bee culture- but good reading as 
well for those interested in these almost human iftseocts. 













Halstéd, Homer Little, Brown 
HOW TO LIVE IN THE WOODS $2.75 










Of value to serious campers this handbook of do's and dont's, must’s and must- 
not's. There is a general coverage of necessary clothing, areas available for outdoor 

living, outfitting a trip; then the specific requirements of equipment, preparations for  . 
canoe, auto, hiking, dogsled, packtrain parties, what to do when lost, first aid, — fa 
cookery with menus and recipes, etc. Sound, practical, how to do it book. ti 
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Helm, MacKinley Little, Brown 
JOURNEY THROUGH MEXICO $3.00 — 


A cross between a guidebook and travelogue, this briefs the traveler, starts 
him from Houston, preferably by car, leads him through Mexico City, Cuernavaca, Taxco, 
Acapulco, Paxoca, Yucatan, etc. Interlaced with heavy sprinkling of historic, archi~- 
tectural and scenic data are road routes, lists of hotels and restaurants, leads on- 
whom to tip, when and how much. The appendices include basic rules of Mexican pronun- 
ciation, lists of holidays and fiestas. As pleasure reading, there's little of person- 
al interest, too much functional detail. But as a handbook for the tourist, the practi- 
cal details bog down in descriptions of what the traveller will see for himself. None- 
theless, with the tremendous increase of travel in Mexico, this has its place. 


March 12 


Gregory, Alyse Dutton 
THE DAY IS GONE $3.00 


Memoirs of youth- from childhood to marriage to the now deceased Llewellyn 
Powys, this is the partial autobiography of the one time editor of the Dial Magazine, 
herself an author. It is strange that a life so full of talent, contact, movement, 
change, can give such a feeble and evanescent impression. Born in New England of fairly 
prosperous and gifted stock, Miss Gregory early developed a promising singing voice. She . 
was trained in America, France and Italy to be a professional singer, under fascinating 
auspices. This part of her story is full of fresh and engaging charm. But she did not 
choose to use her training in music, for reasons she leaves obscure, and returning to 
America, she became a feminist, a social worker, a copy writer, and eventually an editor 
and novelist. Her opportunities and contacts in all fields were bountiful, and though 
she perhaps made the most of them, this memoir gives but a pale reflection of a life. 
Less interesting lives have yielded more arresting reading. Friends and associates of 
those years between 1900 and 1930 may read it for old times’ sake, but it will have 
but slight appeal for the general publis. 


March 22 


Bradshaw, George- fd. Farrar, Straus 
TRAVEL IN AMERICA $4.00 3. 00 


An anthology of excerpts from essays, short stories, a play, a novel-on travels 
and means of transportation and regions - by prominent American, French and English write 
Here we find Anthony Trollope, Robert Louis Stevenson, Henry James, Steinbeck, Audubon, 
Sinclair Lewis, Priestley, Thornton Wilder, D.H. Lawrence, Thomas Wolfe, Upton Sinclair, 
Melville, Anne Morrow Lindbergh, Samuel Clemens, F. Scott Fitzgerald, —— Edward 
Newhouse, Mary Hess Hartwick, Dos Passos, Aldous Huxley, Jean Cocteau, E.B. White, 
Thoreau - a generous choice and varied. Regions and cities give broad compass- from - 
Niagara to the Florida Keys, from Nantucket to the Columbia River, cities, towns,districts, ~ 
extravagences of nature, repeats on a few such as New York and Los Angeles. A new twist 4 
in selection and editorial judgment, perhaps, and literary emphasis rather than geograph- 
ic, but the market is specialized. c aa 


March 49 |\ 


Nehru, Krishna (Asia Press) John Day 
SHADOWS ON THE WALL | $2.00 vf 


Human bits~- the flotsam and jetsam of political and sociel bit pe ie 
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Non-fiction 


there. She was thrown chiefly with other “politicals” and tells the stories of a few 
of them, and the steps which brought them to prison. But more interesting in the light 
thrown on social conditions in India are the stories of other convicts, women and girls 
who were victims of oppression, discrimination, the backwardness of a whole country, 
the injustices of society which punished them and destroyed their dignity and embitter- 
ed many. Twelve portraits- human bits- brief and telling- this serves as a profile of 
one phase of India, entering on the long road to freedom, simply, almost amateurishly 
written, but perhaps for that very reason compelling. 


















Whitaker, Arthur P, 
THE UNITED STATES AND SOUTH AMERICA: 
The Northern Republics 


Harvard University Press 
$3.50 






























A somewhat professorial approach to the northern republics, the “bolivarian 
republics” as he calls them,- Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Venezuela, which is 
both general and specific in coverage. The first section deals with the geography, 
physical properties, peoples; he shows how Bolivia is dominated by tin, Venezuela by 
oil; how Peru is a country of two distinct cultures, Ecuador, a two city breakdown, 
Colombia, a country of city states. The second section, which is a history of war- 
time development, political and economic, is the most interesting- and gives this book 
its importance, in contrast to others in the field. In general, the viewpoint through- 
out defends the Good Neighbor policy, the value of North American contribution, and 
presents the countries from the political and economic aspects primarily. The intro- 
duction by Summer Welles places it in the American Foreign Policy Library. 


March 7? 2) \1L 


Soribner 
BOURKE COCKRAN $3.50 


The straight, highly documented biography of Bourke Cockran and his career 
as eloquent orator, lawyer, political philosopher, Catholic leader and social reformer’, 
Here are his early years in Ireland, the school years in France, and his beginnings in 
this country as an immigrant at seventeen. After a fling at teaching, Cockran began 
the study of law, and launched himself in a practice which won for him the deanship of 
the American bar. He left his mark in history, however, not as a lawyer but rather as 
the persuasive orator in the Democratic party who influenced elections from Cleveland 
to Theodore Roosevelt - and as the political idealist who defended Pat Mooney in the E 
famous California anarchy case, and as a powerful, long-term member of Congress. A . 
faithful, possibly a definitive treatment, in sober terms, of a little known (to to- 
day's readers) figure in American social history. 


MoGurrin, James 


Shue sk ‘ of . Y foe peearnry 
‘ ' 


Simon & Schuster 
THE-PERFECT PITCH 3 / 4 


Broekman, David 
$2.75 

* A musician's memoirs that is distinctly a refugee from the stuffed-shirt 
school for the author's account of his poverty in Hollywood and his determination to 
get a symphony performed at the Hollywood bowl - a thing of fun and frenzy. As 4 
commentary on American musical life it lacks any kind of humor, in its biting picture 
of the price it costs to be a musician, but the high, wide and handsome vicissitudes 
that attended the creation and production of his work are described in minor lunacy. 
How- from his program of planned borrowing- he connected with one Tuttle, who in turn 
kept him on & minute stipend so that the music could be written; how the Hawk and his 
wife kept pace with the work in progress, how the financing, choral, business ends of 
the production were managed, how his family lived during the period, how debt dodging 
got to be a fine art, and how- in spite of landlords, phony nonsense and all over bed- ‘4 
lam, he finally stood on the podium to conduct his work, is a picture that gives quite ~~ 
another side to the artistic life. Not a book for the arty music lover, but for those FF 
sincerely interested in young musicians and their problems. 
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Spencer, Bernard Doubleday 
AEGEAN ISLAND & Other Poems $2.50 

















ba These are the poems of an interesting and able Englishman living somewhere 
in the Aegean Islands when the war broke out. Later he took part, apparently in the 
African campaign. Many of the poems have appeared previously in journals more J:own 
in England than here, such as The Listener; The Spectator and The Middle Hast 
Anthology. What they are amounts to this:- the notes of 4 sensitive, thoughtful and 
quite mature personality on the events which occurred to him in his well-loved Near 
East during the war years. They maintain a fine balance between the descrintive and 
the thoughtful, neither element squeezing out the other, which is rather ::. sual qual- 
ity in modern poetry. For modern they are both in form and content, thcugh never so 
obscure nor introverted that they are difficult to grasp. These are the notations of 
a fine, austerely deep nature; they are pleasing and worth while, if not deeply stir- 
ring. They are weakest, perhaps, in technical mastery. If they do not invite a wide 
audience, which seem unlikely, it is perhaps because simple, fine things get so little 
chance in the din of the modern world. 
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Abbott, Charles D.=- fd Harcourt, Brace 
PORTS AT WORK $2.75 




























This is a volume which has grown out of a project which represents the apogee 
in collection and classification. At Buffalo University, there has been founded in the 
Lockwood Memorial Library, a collection of the “work sheets* as well as a complete set 
of the published works of English poets. This is the counterpart of what was recently 

ii exhibited at the Whitney Museum, namely, x-ray pictures of Albert P. Ryders* paintings 
to show the trial and error versions existing underneath thé finished picture- the cre- 
ative process at work. The Buffalo University project was launched by Prof. Charles 
Abbott, and the major portion of the book consists of four essays appraising the work 
of Dr. Abbott and his associates. The first and most rational and approving is by 
Donald Stauffer of Princeton. He picks lucid examples of “worksheets”, laboriously 
gathered from often reluctant poets, and indicates the value of studying the process 
of growth in & poem...The next article is a brilliant one by Karl Shapiro, who elusive- 
ly takes up the same point and manages to say many illuminating things about poetry in 
general. The third is by Rudolf Arnheim, professor of psychology at Sarah Lawrence, — 
who suggests that the undertaking is one phase of our interest in our own thought pro- 
cesses. In the last essay, Mr. Auden mockingly begs the issue and sets down a few 
witty aphorisms about poetry, poets, advertising, the 20th century, etc. ...The book 


AY, is provocative. It will be read and discussed by poets, students, sociologists, museum 
folk. 
) February 10 
Grelle, Leone Rice Macmillan 
REMEMBERED WEATHER $2.50 











Homely little verses, these, that have appeared in local papers, and that 
sing of rural Connecticut, without much pretension and as little real skill, of such 
things as small roads, kitchen woodbox, red barns, winter frost. The volume clocks a 
the round of the seasons, and touches on simple beloved things in a descriptive rather @ 
than poetic manner. There's little to recommend this homespun, amateurish verse, but 
perhaps their complete lack of sophistication presents their one claim to charm. A ; 
book for local sale and distribution, if the outlets can be found,- Connecticut Garden 1 
Clubs, reading circles, shut ins and Ladies’ Aid Societies. a 
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PLEASE. NOTE. THESE CHANGES. IN PUBLICATION DATES, PRICES. 


Appleton-Century 
Bottume, C. - HILLS AROUND HAVANA - definite date 2/20 
Pauli @ Ashton - I LIFT MY LAMP - from 2/10 to Spring, undated 
John Day 
de Capite, M. - THE BENNETT PLACE - definite date 1/15 
Mackay, M. - SHARON - definite date 2/19 
Wilson, G. - ISTTERS OF WILLIAM ALLEN WHITE AND A YOUNG MAN-definite 2/19 
Doubleday 
Gambrell, H. - ANSON JONES - from 2/5 to 2/19 
Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
Baker, A . ~ THE SHORT TERM + definite date 2/19 
Dreikurs, R. ~ THE CHALLENGR OF PARHINTHOOD ~ definite date 2/19 
Forrest, F. C. - CAROLA - definite date 1/21 
Goldthwaite, BE. K, + ROOT OF BVIL + , definite date 1/21 
Farrar, Straus 
Gibbs, W. - THE TENDER MEN - definite dete 2/19 
Martin, R. - THE BEST IS NONE TOO GOOD- definite date 2/21: from Hg to 
5.75 
Miller, W. - FATAL STEP - definite date 2/13 
Waugh, A. - UNCLOUDED SUMMER - definite date 2/20 
Harper 
Maurois, A. - FROM MY JOURNAL - from $2.50 to $2.75 
Holt . 
_-Yarat, H. - ONE PAGE MISSING - from 2/27 to 3/29 
Houghton, Mifflin 
Park, R. - HARP IN THE SOUTH - from 1/7? to 2/5 
Wechsberg, J. - THE CONTINENTAL TOUCH ~- definite date 1/22 
Random House 
Disney, D. - EXPLOSION - definite date 2/27 
Ward, M. J. - THE PROFEBSSOR'S UMBRELLA - from 1/12 to 2/16 
Scribner 
Austin, H. - DRINK THE GREEN WATER - definite date 1/19 
a ee P, - HUNGRY GULLIVER - definite date 1/19 
Meynier, G. - STRANGER AT THE DOOR - definite date 1/19 
Richards, W. R. - THE LAST BILLIONAIRE - from 1/7? to 2/2 
Simon & Schuster 
Boyle, K. - 1939 - definite date 2/9 
Frank, L. - MATHILDE ~- definite date 2/16: from $2.75 to $3,00 
Vanguard 
Ethridge, W. S. - IT'S GREBK TO MB - definite date 2/11 
Shippey, L. - IT'S AN OLD CALIFORNIA CUSTOM - definite date 1/24 
Whittlesey House : 3 
Ebon, M. - WORLD COMMUNISM TODAY - from 1/30 to 1/26 
Leet, L. D. - CAUSES OF CATASTROPHE - from $3.50 to $3.00 


CORRECTION: SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT: No. 2 Issue 11/1/47 
SPODE; The Fine English Dinnerware - Price $.25 not $1.25 


Apologies again- we seem fated to make confusion worse confounded on the Funk 
& Wagnalls Em-Pha-Type edition, New College Standard Dictionary prices. 

Please turn to P, 668- last line of page referring to these prices and correct 
to read:- (Thumb index edition at $6.00. Without thumb index- $5.50). 
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A CALENDAR OF NEW BOOKS FOR FEBRUARY 


Pe oT eee 


CONTEMPORARY 


PATH OF THUNDER (Harper) 

THE BOILING POINT (Harper) 

STRAW TO MAKE BRICK (Little, Brown) 

THE STREET OF SEVEN MONKS (Little ,Brown ) 

1939 (Simon & Schuster) ' 

LUCINDA BRAYFORD (Dutton) Literary 
Guild Selection for March. 

UNCLOUDED SUMMER (Farrar, Straus) 

DISCOVERY (Macmillan) 

UNPROMISED LAND (Ives Washburn) 


Abrahams, Peter 
Brooks, Richard 
Marcus, Alan 
Woods, William 
Boyle , Kay 
Boyd , Martin 


Waugh, Alec 
Chase, Virginia 
Martin, Burton E. 


HISTORICAL, PERIOD 
THE QUEEN'S PHYSICIAN (Scribner) 


By 


Maase, Edgar 

Gorman, Herbert 
Wilder, Thornton 
Chidsey, Donald Barr 
Fremantle , Anne 
Pinckney , Josephine 


THE CRY OF DOLORES (Rinehart) 

THE IDES OF MARCH (Harper) 

STRONGHOLD (Doubleday) 

JAMES AND JOAN (Holt) 

GREAT MISCHIEF (Viking) (Reserve Se- 
lection of the Book of the Month Club) 


THRILLERS 
Hamilton, Bruce THE HANGING JUDGE (Harper) 
Disney , Dorothy EXPLOSION (Random House) 
Gardner, Erle Stanley THE CASE OF THE LONELY HEIRESS (Morrow) 
NON-FICTION 

‘HISTORY, BIOGRAPAY 

DONALD OF CHINA (Harper) 

THE FIRST FRONTIER (Scribner) 


IRREGULAR GENTLEMAN (Doubleday) 
ALL TRIVIAL FOND RECORDS (Harper) 


Selle, Earl Albert 

Coleman, R. V. 

Bellah , James Warner 

Harper, Allanah 

Menjou, A. & Musselman, 
M.M. IT TOOK NINE TAILORS (Whittlesey) 

MISCELLANEOUS. 


Case, Victoria & Robert 
Ormond WE CALLED IT CULTURE (Doubleday) 
Gray, George W. FRONTIERS OF FLIGHT (Knopf) 











BULLETIN from 


Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Service yi 38 Bank Street 


Vol. XVI January 15, 1948 
JUNVERM ILE SO PPLE RE © tte oe. 


in collaboration with Nina Schneider 


Note:- With this issue, we are covering the first of the 1948 juveniles, and- as usual- 
there is notably lack of material in the field of Picture Books and Picture Stery Books. 


~ BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Harris, Joel Chandler Houghton, Mifflin 
THE FAVORITE UNCLE REMUS “$3.00 


® All one wants of Uncle Remus- in the original dialect which demands of the 
story teller- or reader- an ability to convey toears of small listeners what, un- 
fortunately provides a good deal of difficulty for theeyes of all but Southern-bred 
adults. And yet all of us who love Uncle Remus resent the crass imitations and too 
frequently butchered abridgements which have swamped the market - and welcome this 
centenary edition, with the A.B. Frost illustrations of the original. The inimitable — 
Brer Rabbit, Brer Fox, Brer Tarrypin and their friends are all here. To know them is 
to love them. (3/18) V 


STORY 300KS FOR 8 to 11 


McPhee, Colin John Day 
A CLUB OF SMALL MEN (tent. ) $2.00 


For young people (say ten and up) interested in children of other lands, this 
book is different, and has an unusual angle. The boys in a little village of Bali want 
an orchestra of their own. With the help of the author (who has done an adult book on 
Balinese music) whom they call Big Brother, they acquire a miniature set of instruments 
and a rarely gifted teacher. With amazing patience they learn to master their instru- 
ments and play well, and ultimately are invited to the Rajah's wedding. Happy little 
details of great charm introduce other games and customs, some of which have universal 
appeal, such as kite flying, fishing, etc. But the special appeal is for those inter- 
ested in music. In spite of the format, it has much of value for the lower teens. 

20 Photos. Pen & Inks. (March) /! 


Bialk, Elisa Houghton, Mifflin 
THE HORSE CALLED PETE $2.00 


® Davy is nine and disappointments are hard to take, especially when one's emo- 
tional life seems dead-ended. And then comes his first circus- a case of love at first 
sight for a horse - and a chance to get the horse as his own when it is found that the 
horse has gone blind and is useless for the circus. A good boy and horse story, with a 
familiar outline but some new angles. And any good boy and horse story sells. The gloss- 
ary seems a work of supererogation. What nine year old doesn't know what sweater means? 

Or loud speaker? Or clown? Illustrated by William Moyers. (3/18) 


Lane, Carl Little, Brown 
RIVER DRAGON $2.50 


° An exciting, simple story for this age level - good material for supplementary 
reading both as Indian material and national expansion and the beginnings of the age of 
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transportation by steam. Young Eagle Feather and his friend, White Hawk, were part of 
the Cheyenne warrior party sent out to destroy the dragon steamboat. But a Pawnee at- 
tack and unexpected reverses drove Eagle Feather into the dread boat himself, and there 
he became brother to a white man and hero to his tribe. Good black and white chapter 
headings. (3/11) 


Pishel, Dick & Hare, Clair G. 2utnam 
TERRY AND BUNKY PLAY BASKETBALL $1.75 


This is an addition to the series in which TERRY AND BUNKY PLAY FOOTBALL 
proved an excellent and sound introduction for nine and ten year olds to tho game. That 
was done in conjunction with Red Smith. Too bad this falls so far short of the quality 
and value of its predecessor. It's an arch little number, condescending, poorly writ- 
ten - an artificial story superimposed on extracts from a basketball rules book. It 
wont meet the acid test of a demanding and critical young sports audience, who have been 
given some of the best in juvenile writing. (1/23) 


FICTION- 12 to 15 


Edmonston, C.M. & Hude, M.L.F. Longsman, Green 
KING'S MAN $2.50 
ba Tops in historical adventure romance- this story of William of Newbury, trust- 


ed and loyal advisor to King Henry II,- King's Marshall, Earl of Pembroke, one of the 
most respected men in English tradition, who lived as exciting and hazardous a life as 
any young knight of romance. His was one of the more colorful periods of history, and 
against the intrigues and perfidies of an ever-corrupt court, William stands out in re- 
lief as a man of unusual and curious integrity. Interestingly presented, with good 
balance of historical detail and with personal story bits, local color, names of high 
romance, songs (French as well as English), this is excellent library material, of 
permanent value. (3/10) 


Harper, Martha B, Longmans, Green 
BITTERSWEET $2.50 


Interestingly detailed story - a period, regional novel for the teens, back- 
grounded by central Pennsylvania during the Civil War. The lives of the characters feel 
the impact of war- a degree of awareness of the outer world, but the main interest lies 
in the daily life of a real family, actually developed from childhood memories of 
stories of the region west of Harrisburg and bearing the authenticity and charm of 
factual reminiscences - loving memories of pleasant, wholesome people. There's a young 
and poignant love affair which ends with the death in action of the young minister on- 
gaged to the heroine, but there is a happy ending, a look to the future. Tllustrated 
by Brick Berry. (3/10) 


Savery, Constance Longmans, Green 
DARK HOUSE ON THE MOSS $2.50 


Mystery story set in the dark house on the edge of a shifting quagmire- with 
English orphans adopted by dark and distant Uncle Norville. He is badgered and disliked 


by his efforts to move the little village away from the dangerous location - and the sit- | 


uation is complicated by a somewhat too lavish supply of mysteries. There is something 
doing continually, as the two youngsters attempt to solve the unknown, and bring about 
a misty happy ending. Illustrated by Clifford N. Geary. (3/10) 


Bell, Margaret Morrow 
WATCH FOR A TALL WHITE SAIL $2.50 


Alaska and the salmon salteries, in the story of the Monroe family against 
the wilderness, striving to wrest a living out of the wild bay. Florence, fresh from 
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a safe, pleasant home in Victoria, is blown into the role of housekeeper for the men of 
her family on a desolate tip of land which boasts no occupants other than themselves 
and the highly desirable salmon they plan to salt. Storms and stresses, without and 
within, pile up on Florence's youthful shoulders, with relief coming as the tall white 
sail of her daring young admirer provides a scenic finish. Cookstove anguish as well 
as heart throbs in a @tory with genuine, feeling detail. (2/27) 


Tunis, John R. Morrow 
HIGHPOCKETS $2.50 


° Early and late teens for a good new Tunis story, a “solo” detached from the 
baseball series of the past few titles. This too is basehall- in a tale of a hero 
nicknamed Highpockets, who cares only for his batting average and nothing for his team. 
Disliked by mates and audiences alike, he’s a moody guy with no attachments, until he 
accidentally runs over a youngster who dashes in front of his car, and his buried 
feelings find outlet as the kid is hospitalized. A stamp addict, indifferent to base- 
ball, the boy learns the reality of the game and its players through his new friend, 
and in turn teaches him what the audience means. Plenty of baseball- solid workings 
out of personal and social problems in relation to teams- good yarn. (2/11) 


FACT - 12 to 15 


Fuller, R.T. John Day 
NATURE QUESTS AND QUIZZES $1.50 


Here's opportunity to put the competitive spirit into nature study, if that 
seems desirable. This book for young nature students is arranged in the form of quests- 
special animals and plants to hunt for, special things to do, with each successful job 
entitling the seeker to a specified number of points. There's value in breaking up the 
big field of nature study into small definite areas, but a good many of the jobs seem 
a bit advanced for the under twelve age level, which likes science a bit sugar coated. 
The scout age, where we are placing this, may be annoyed by a certain coyness of style, 
and some rather evident errors (which we hope will be caught in proof). No illustra- 
tions provided with galleys- and their accuracy will be vital to the value of this as 


e@ field book. (March) !/ 


Holt 


Harvey, Henry B. 
CLAUDE OF FRANCE: Debussy $3.00 


The life of the French musician-composer, Claude Debussy, from his earliest 
childhood through his interesting course of study at the conservatory in France and on 
to his more adult achievements. For anyone in need of a life of Debussy, here it is. 
Somehow, it lacks the personal touch, the warmth, the inspirational quality that char- 
acterized, for example, the life of Sibelius, Finlandia, by Arnold, back in 1941. The 
lack of material, biographically speaking, on Debussy, makes any contribution an asset, 
not only in the field of juvenile biography. Defined appeal. (Feb.) 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Wilber, Edwin L. & Schoenholtz, Estelle R. Appleton-Century 
SILVER WINGS $2.50 


Originally scheduled for Fall, this was reported 9/15/47, as follows:- “Fact 
in somewhat fictionized frame- which detracts from its value. For these are true 
stories about the AAF in World War II, including many lesser known heroes whose ex- 
ploits make vivid telling. Good lively stuff- occasionally too journalese in style. 
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But the authors have justified the collection through the device of restoring to sanity 
@ psychoneurotic flier by telling him these stories. The device lends unreality to the 
=> achievements of some very real human beings.” (2/20) 



























‘Melton, Elston J. Caxton 
TOWBOAT PILOT $4.00 


A very long, frequently tedious account with much good material which might 
have been exceptional if the blue pencil had been judiciogsly employed. The story of 
Tom Briggs, who from boyhood on the Gasconade River, wanted to work on boats. His 
struggle with his step-father, his difficulties as a prankster and “bad boy", his 
many adventures on the teeming, busy river - through to young manhood and a happy ful- 
fillment as a towboat pilot. Colorful incidents of town life, half of which might 

’ have been omitted as repetitive,are told around the core of the mighty river.... 

Places, rivers, background are authentic, which lends the book regional value in the 
Missouri area which it covers. Reference value for high school libraries- but a 
steep price for general distribution. (Spring) 


Sherman, Harold M. Donohue & Co. 
CALL OF THE LAND $2.50 


Honesty of feeling is not enough to redeem the fumbling style in a rural 
story of the Tunis ge”re. Dave Carson, war hero, returns to his Arkansas home in 1946, 
full of convictions of his responsibility for his fellow man. He is advised by the 
mayor to clean house at home first, and takes it more seriously than it was intended. 
He organized a fiery 4-H group to lead the way to individual and local reform. The 
earnest message of the book tells how 4-H revitalizes the lives of the young people:- 


gis @& paroled city boy who proves his virtues as he raises a champion steer; a paralytic 
® reclaims life and the use of his limbs and reaffirms his love for the girl next door. 
‘ The book shows lack of finish in the writing, it is full of sentimental aphorisms, 


but it is packed with situations, romances, fairs and contests, storms, dances - 
haan’) that catch and hold reader interest. The 4-H angle is a good sales point. 
’ | Publ. ) 


Chidsey, Donald Barr Doubleday 
STRONGHOLD $3.00 


An adult book that would have strong appeal for older boys and girls in that 
it is a story of friendship, a friendship that stands the strain of desertion, of be- 
trayal, of awareness of littleness - and even at the close, when murder has been done, 
something survives. A story too of two youths against the times - the scene is Ston- 
ington, Connecticut, during the embargo and the War of 1813, of adventure in secret 
piloting of ships running the blockade out through the Sound, of the temptation to seek 
wider horizons. There is romance too- as Deliverance, brought up as their sister,finds 
herself betrayed by one, beloved of the other boy. Impressment- the slave-trade- life 

’ | on @ British man-of-war- glimpses of the Indies, many facets of seaboard life of a 
4 young nation. Fast action- good picture of one facet of America’s youth. (2/19) 





Leighton, Margaret Houghton, Mifflin 
JUDITH OF FRANCE $2.50 








* A compelling historical novel built around the granddaughter of Charlemagne, 
Beautiful Judith, fated to bring destruction, wrests peace out of as romantic 4 combin- 
ation as possible. Married at 18 to the aging King of England, she becomes the object 
of suspicion, distrust and the cause for marshalling of arms by the king‘’s handsome 
young son. Judith, by unparallelled physical courage, manages peace between father | 
and sons. At the death of the King she is forced to marry his hawk-like young son, and, 
amid colorful circumstances, is rescued froma dire fate by her countryman, Vikings, 
storms, the wrath of a foiled, bitter father, the machinations of a villainous uncle, 
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high politics, and ultimately the blessings of the Pope are preludes to the enjoyment 
of her faithful love. A girl who is a natural for an adult novel is exciting even cut 
down to this canvas. France- England- ae dangerous trip to Rome background this story 
set in 856 A.D. Illustrated by Henry Pitz. (2/26)” 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


Neprud, Robert 
FLYING MINUTE MEN $3.00 
Reported for adult reading- see P. 11, issue of 1/1/48. Another contribution 
to the record of war achievements- World War II. This covers Civilian Air Patrol, which 
became- from small beginnings- an integral part of the army. They handled problems of 
fire fighting, mercy missions, air raid testing, target hauling, etc. While primarily 
of interest to those who had a hand in it, there's enough of personal exploit, adventure, 


etc. for the air-minded market. (1/21) 


Dutton 


Leyson, Capt. Burr 
WINGS AROUND THE WORLD $3.00 
A routine, frequently dull history of American international air transport 
where occasional bits of human interest and adventure are overshadowed by statistics 
and chronologies, with random use of technical terms beyond the comprehension of the 
average reader. Some value as a career book in aviation- but disappointing. (March) 


Hugard, Jean & Braue, Frederick Harper 
THE ROYAL ROAD TO CARD MAGIC . $4.00 


For adult or youthful aspirant to amateur card conjuring, this presents a 
gradual approach, explaining progressively difficult principles and selections of 
sleight of hand, - how to do, graceful performance, skill, shuffles, flourishes,glides, 
palming, lifts, passes, etc. How to frame a presentation, how to build the patter to 
the personality, how to practice for use with any set of tricks, and deck of cards. The 
number of young people interested in magic is growing. (Adult report-P. 617). (Publ.) 


Weaver, R.W. & Merrill, A.F. Harper 
CAMPING CAN BE FUN $3.00 


Adult or juvenile appeal (see report P. 639) in a readable, practical hand- 
book. Efficient methods for all phases of camping, with the aim of getting the most 
done with the least work, achieved by careful planning. Dire results of what can happen 
without such prevision makes more emusing reading than living. Detailed discussion as to 
possibilities and remedies for rain, wildfire, accidents, getting lost, etc. (1/21) 


Leet, L. Don , Whittlesey 
CAUSES OF CATASTROPHE $3.00 


Historical example and non-technical terms to explain the causes of natural 
catastrophies,- earthquakes, volcanoes, tidal waves, hurricanes, typhoons. Early be- 
liefs, current knowledge, types of earthquakes (to which most attention is given), 
what seismology can determine. The book closes with the fable of Atlantis. Popular 
science-minded youngsters will like it as well as adults. (Full report-P. 640). (1/23) 





